This chapter focuses on the queer movement, a movement that does not interplay directly with institutions but rather runs counter to dominant cultural narratives. Through the study of a specific form of action, that of queer festivals, I show how these political events are performed by cross-border movements, and how these cross-border movements illustrate aspects of "an idea of Europe" that involves noninstitutional relations, giving form to new "transnational solidarities," which move beyond the institutional sphere. In this chapter I will focus on the crossborder practices that are used to set up queer festivals and which help us to understand the ways in which "Europe" as well as being the result of institutionalized and administrative processes is also produced performatively through specific practices going beyond national borders. This focus on queer festivals and cross-border practices therefore helps us reconsider the traditionally established relationships between social movements and transnationalism, and clarifies the new forms of connection developing between activists across Europe.
Queer festivals are political sites that generate new collective identities, which prioritize the idea of breaking the gender and sexual binaries upon which societies have been built: man/woman, gay/straight, cis 1 /trans. By engaging people from across borders, queer festivals build "transnational solidarities" shaped through the realization of specific practices. These practices are performed through physical and digital cross-border movements. They can be strategic, as shown by the use of multiple languages to connect with a wider international public, or they can follow already existing paths of transnational processes, such as the international composition of the organization committees with people who already live or work in one of these cities. The term "cross-border practice" is preferred to avoid binary dilemmas between "acting" and "feeling" transnational, between strategy and practice (Favell et al. 2011: 19) . In both cases, queer activists perform a specific kind of transnationalism that is connected to the European space, despite the nonexistence of "Europe" as a frame of action and claim-making.
This specific form of transnationalism is a basic component of queer festivals. The queer movement does not involve European transnational or supranational institutions, since it does not push for policy and legal changes stricto sensu . In other words, since queer festivals attempt to construct collective identities that challenge established gender and sexual identities, they can therefore be more usefully placed against the background of the cultural than the institutional arena, particularly since they do not implement any "coordinated actions against fixed targets," similar to other decentralized, oppositional formations (Juris
